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to ba created iu the terr.tcries cf ti.e Cti'--d

S'ates, ceded by the treaty of Louisiana; tnoae
situated south' of it bcio slave S fates; and
those north of it free f tales. Lut Jlom-- a

is south of that line and. consequently, actor-din- g

to the spirit of the understanding wh.ch
prevailed at the period alluded to, shou.d be a
Iare State. It may be tree that the comprom-

ise docs not in terms enibrsce Florida, ti
that it is not absolutely binding ar.J cbut
rv; but all candid and impartial ir.en u.Kt
agree that it ought not to be disregarded wuh-o- ut

the most weschtlv consider ios:s,sd that
nmV.lnir e.mltt be iifore dcprtciated lliia to

r j t
a i.n

ra fcJ r " 1 -sit goili
in inert; at i ;..- -white.

poi-aia'io-

. - ss th.ee st.:ra- - jv..:.ja
would be fjL'.jweii by v.--f- e

. , " . , - ,
the lleedmar Trumps - -open anew

which this claas is endeavoricg to employ, of
arraving one portion against another portion of
the Union. With that view, in all their lead-

ing prints and publications, the alleged horrors
ofalavery are depicted in the roost glowing
exaggerated colors, to excite the imaginations
and atimulate the rage of the people in the
free States sgaintt tne people in the elave
States. The slaveholder is held op and repre-

sented as the most atrocious oi human beiugs.
Advertisemeiitsol fugitive tlaves and of slaves
to Le sold are carefully collected and blazoned
forth, toiptW a spirit of detestation end tat
rtd against one entire aud t.e largret sectton ot
the Union. And like a notorious agitator u;-- on

another theatre, they would bum down and
prose n be from the pale of civilized society the
inhabitants of that entire section. Al.ow me,
Mr. President, to sav. that whilst 1 recognise
in the justly wounded feelings of the Minister
of the United States at the Court of St. James
much t excuse she not.ee which bewas pro-

voked to take of that agitator, in my humble
opinion, he would better have consulted the
dt-n- i'y of his station and of his country in
treating Lim v. ith contemptuous silence. lie
would exclude Ui from European society he
who liimei If em only obtain a contraband

nl is reee ived with scornful rcpug--

bv that com--
the h.tc race, f r- - t:. fit ow'-- i - r bv
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SI'KECH OF MR CL.AV,
Oi th' ntjti of .llo'iUon I'etUimt.

'I'm sjdat, Feb. 7, 1C39.
Mr. CtAT, of Kentacky, rose to present a pe-

tition, and said: I have received, Mr. Presi-
dent, petition to the Senate and IIjue of
KepVewentativeg of the United Slate, whirh 1

to prcseol to the Senate. It la signed by
severs! henrfred af the inh.-ih-i fonts of Dis-

trict of Columbia, end c'.,:crty of the city ot
Washington. Aiiwii; tlirin I re;gwic the
name of the highly esteemed Mayor of the
citv, and oilier rspecta'o'.e uauife, -- rnc of
which are personally and well Lno n to me.
They cxpre.--s their rcsrrct that the subject of
the abolition of alivery within the District of
Columbia continues to be pree! u.ton the
consideration of Conree by inconsiderate
itid mliuided iridii idua'a in ottiT parte of the
United States. They cate that tiiev da not
desire the ahotirion of slavery within the Dis-

trict, even if Conyre ss possess the very uuijties-tionab- ie

pwt r of 1'ili"hin it. without the
consent of the people whose in''i'9' would
be immediately and directly alT-cte- by tlie
measure; --that it it a qurs:i n solely between

baoailv bound ut and bcaled
irj Ternro.-";iI-. is the OaiT rtSiai
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for that reason, trom oemg untcu w
our sdversaries of being abolitionists.

And, now, ilf. President, allow me to con-

sider the several cases in which the authority
of Congress w invo-c- d by these abolition pe-

titioners upon the subject of domestic y!avery.
The tirs. relates to it as it exists in the Dis-

trict of Columbia. The following is the pro-

vision cf the Constitution of the Uciicd States
in reference to that matter:

Tc exercise exclusive legislation in all ca-a- .s

whatsoever over such District (not exceed-i- ni

ten miles square) tamay by cession of par-
ticular State, and the acceptance of Con-Stre- ws

become the Scat ot government of the
United States.' . .

This provision proceeded, n the point o.
time; the actual cowions wliicb were made by
the States of Maryland and Virginia. The ob-

ject of the cession was to establish a S:al of
Oottrnmemt of the U.iiied State; and the grar--t

in the Constitution of exclusive legislation
must be understood, and should be alway s in-

terpreted, as having""le!ation to the object of
the cession. It was with a full knowledge of
this clause in the Constitution that those two
State ceded to the General Government the

the District often miles square, constituting
Columbia. In making the cession, they sup-

posed it was to be applied, and applied solely,
to the purposes of a Seat of Government, for
which it was asked. When it was made,
slavery existed in both those Commonwealths,
and in the ceded territory, as it now contin-
ues to exist in all of them. Neither Maryland
nor Virginia could have anticipated that, w hilst
the institution remained within thrir respec-
tive limits, its abolition would be attempted

without their consent. Neither of
them would probably have made an uncondi-
tional cession, if they could have anticipated
such a result.

From the nature of the provision in tho Con-
stitution, and the avowed object of the acqui-
sition of the territory, two duties arise on the
part of Congress. The first i?, to render the
District available, comfortable, and conve-
nient, as a scat of Government of the w hole
Union; the other is, to govern the people with-
in the District so as best to promote their hap-
piness and prosperity. These objects are to-

tally distinct in their nature, and, in interpret-
ing and exercising the grant ol the power of
exclusive legislation, that distinction should

,.,r-- ;,.t.. it! If he be no more desirous ofstitutional Legislature, purely municipal, and
one in which no exterior influence-- "r interest
can justly interfere: that, if at an ftiturn e
nod thc'pcople in this District should deftire
the abolition of ilkterv within it. thev will

ritory to be admitted into iw -

institution of domestic slavery, wbue Wis-

consin and Iowa are now marly r.pe fr admis-
sion without it. .

The next instance in w hich toe exerc se cf
the power f Congress is wdicitcde is that ot
prohibiting what is denoimnatid by tne peti-

tioners the slave trade between the States, or.
as it is described in abo!.:::on pet.uor.s. the
traffic in human beings between the States.
This exercise of the power of CorfiTcss is
claimed tinder that clause of the Consutimjn
which invests it with authority 10 rcgu.aie
commerce with foreisn nations, and ca.org
the several States, and with the Indian tr:b.
The power to regulate commerce among the
several States, like other pow ers in the Cot.sti-tutio- n,

has hitherto remained dormant ia re-

spect to the interior trade by land between
the States. It was a pow er granted, like all
the other powers of the General Gornu-nr-,

to secure peace and harmony among the State.
Hitherto it has not been necessary to excrcis
it. All thecals in which, during the pro-

gress of time, it may become espi?k.;tst to
exert the general authority to regulate com-
merce between the States,' cannot be conceiv-
ed. We may essily imagine, however, contin-
gencies which, if they were to happen, miht
require the interposition tf the common au-

thority. If, for example, the fc'tste of Ohio
were," by law, to prohibit any vessel from en-

tering the port of Cincinnati, from the poit ot
ille. in Kentuckv. if that case be m--t

aeeordirg to the !t siu. nu i t i'.- - j -
ir!n'ior as a l:'.:'e tr'J''.' tdoobtfrs make their w ishes known, when it

w ill be time enough to take the matter into
consideration : that thev do not. on tlrs occa
sion, present themselves to Congress because

t . ' t '
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hundred uvi!r. lit tvt- -i i" -

they are slave-holde- rs many of them are not
some of them are conscientiously opposed to

slavery but they appear because they justly
respect the rights of those who own that des-
cription of properly, and because they enter-
tain a ileen eonvletutn t'lat the continued at
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. t t 4. .that estimate, oi lu r' '
trition of the ou srion bv tht.se who have no
liirht to interfere w ith itl has iniurious influ
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our society than we are of his, he inly ret-- t os-fu- red

that' a state o"" denial
w ill exist between us. Yes, sir, I think the
American Minister would have best pursued
the dictates of true dignity by regarding the
language of the member of the British Ilou'--

of s ss the malignant ravings of the
plunderer of his ow n country, and the libeller
of a foreign and kindred people.

JJut the means to which 1 have already ad-

verted are not the only ones which this tiiird
class of ultra-abolitioiii-s's are employing to
tffect their ultiaint end. They began their
operations by professing to employ only per-

suasive means in aptaling to the humanity,
and enlightening the understanding?, of the
slave-holdi- ng portion of tho Union. If there
were some kindness in this avowed motive, it
must be acknowledged that there w as rather a
presumptuous display also of an assumed su-

periority in intelligence and knowledge. For
some lime they continued to make these ap-

peal to our duty and our interest; but impn-t.e- nt

with the slow influence ol their logic
upon our stupid mind, they recently resolved
to change their system of action. To the agen-
cy of their pow'ers of persuasion, they now
propose to substitute the powers of the ballot-bo- x;

and he must bo blind to what is passing
before us, who does not perceive that the inevi-
table tendency of their proceedings i, if these
should be found insufficient, to invoke, finally,
the more potent power of the bayonet.

ence on the peace and tranquility of the com- - a. ;

i
ss li tte u
subject cf

munitr, and upon the well-bruii- T "' Happ-
iness of those who are held in subjection; they
finally protest as well aniinst the unauthorised
intervention of which tlicy complain, as against
any legislation on the port of Congress in c m- -

i.'i.uit..i tr- - i - l - - --
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nliancc therewith. Put. as I wiVa these res is tte scIe rel:Eee, ttk un v tL:.iai- - l t
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already provided for by the laws which regu-
late our coasting ttade, it would be competent
to the General Government to annul the pro-

hibition emanating from State authority. tr
if the State of Kentucky were to prohibit the
introduction within its'limits, of anvarticlts

the tvi;:, r.t cf i. t de t"' Vs.
' t vt

pectable petitioners to be themselves heard, I
requested that their petition may be read. (It
was read accordingly, and Mr. Clay proceeded.
1 tin informed hy the committee which re-

quested me to offer this petition, and believe,

I ijm:v r ro- -. ov abe constantly borne in mind. Is it necessary,
in order to render this place a comfortable seat
of the General Government, to abolish slave - it H.'ji L!

tion, to E :tt.:l.i.re
perty ! To auuihi.!:'
and witLout Ctt:pi

s anv for:.iirr!e
that it cxnresscs the almost unanimous senti i3 14 t. .. u.ltl.in ita liniitut TCn nplA C .1 n Or W'ill aj- -

vance such a proposition. The Government
has remained here near forty vears without the c t . -
slightest inconvenience from the presence of

sible to i

sior. revo!
A knv

holds that

.i ct jcr.i an e : .:

uttt:, a id b!.j-.i-- ti t
' tlitie it a v ..!:Ciro j'nts cm. .t-- t tdomestic slavery. Is it necessary to the wellAir. il iu ai l:lis uiaiiumu v

the proceedings of ultra-abolitioni- that
would K. rioiifl.' invite every considerate man I si n I u- - t u 1 .

abc' ; it t.oo. i it
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specii Utive

ments of the people of the District of Co-

lumbia.
The performance o" this service affords me,

paid Mr. C. legitimate opportunity, of which,
with the permission of the Senate, 1 mean now
to avail myself, to sjy something, not only on
the particular objects of the petition, but upon
the great and interesting subjects with which
it is intimntelv associated.

It is well known to the Senate, said Mr.
Clay, that 1 have thought that the most judi-
cious course with abolition petition has not
been of late pursued by Congress. 1 have be-

lieved that it would have been wisest to have

in the country solemnly to pause, and delibe

of trade, the production of the industry of the
inhabitants of Ohio, the General Government
might, by its authority, supers-d- e the S'ate
enactment. But I deny that the General Gov-

ernment has any authority w hatever, from the
Constitution, to abolish what is cjlled the
Have trade, or in other word;?, to prohibit the
removal of slaves from one slave State to
another slave State.

The grant in the Constitution is of a pow-

er of regulation, and not prohibition. It is
conservative, not destructive. Regulation x
ri iiilcrmini implies the continued existence r

prosecution of the thing regulated. Prohibi-
tion implies total discoti'-inumc- e r annihila-
tion. The regulation intended was designed
to facilitate and accommodate, not to obstruct
and incommode the commerce to be regulated.
Can it be pretended that, under thi power i-

regulate commerce among the States, Co:;-gic- ss

has the power to prohibit the transporta

ratelv to refl" ct. not merely on our existing
posture, but upon that drcadlul precipice aown
whirh iv would burrv r.s. It is because
these have ceased to employ
the instruments of reason and persuasion, have
made their cause political, and have appealed

which t'e ia tiectirm tii-- ' I
huitdred vests cf Ie'-- i a o ..if . .
and sane t ti f.f ;:js!nri!t- - .". I v r
all the torttsA uf g 'rr?.v ti : w . - t e i

upoi this c 'a:.n tit . - i"l-- -

of time BiiiJ'T the Ur.ti - r -. t
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Constitutions aud tio-rer- t ut ; i u:s. t i :
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b.irgof the people of the District that slave-
ry should bo abolished from amongst them?
They not only neither ask nor desire, but are
almost unanimously opposed to it. It exists
here in the mildest and most mitigated form.
In a population of 33,034 there were, at the
last enumeration of the population of the Uni-

ted States, but C,1I9 slaves. The number has
probably not much increased since. They or
dispursed over the ten miles square, engaged
in the quiet pursuits of husbandry, or in meni-
al offices in domestic life. If it were necessa-sar- y

to the efficiency of this place as a scat of
the General Government to abolish slavery,
which is utterly denied, the abolition should
be confined to the necessity which prompts it,
that is, to the limits of the city of Washing-
ton itself. Beond those limits, persons con

to the ballot box, that I am induced, upon thisreceived and referred them, without opposition,
and to have reported against t.ieir object in a

calm and dispassionate argumentative appeal
to the pood sense of the whole community.
It has been s.inaosed. however, bv a majority cula!!ortt l'Lui:?Mr. : i t..Ar iof Congress that it was most expedient either
not to receive the petitions at all, or, if for posed the '- tint in a i u :r r J

tt two hcudrvd iii''ii.'.i o . s imally received, not to net definitely upon
them. There is no substantial d; (Terence be

tion of live stock which, in countless nuinbers,
are daily passing from the Western and interior
States to the Southern, Southw estern, ar.d At-
lantic States? The moment the ir;cottesti-bl- e

fact is admitted, that negro staves are prop-
erty, the law of moveable property irtesistiblv
attaches itself t3 them, and secures the rih:
of carrving them from ona to another State,
where they are recognised as propeity, with

occasion, to address you.
There have been three epochs in the history

of our countrv at which the spirit of abolition
displayed itself. The tiret was immediately
after 'the formation of the present Federal
Government. When the Constitution was
about going into operation, its powers were not
well understood by the community at large,
and remained to be accurately interpreted and
defined. At that period numerous abolition
societies weie formed, comprising not merely
the Society of Friends, but many otiier good
men. Petitions were presented to Congress,
praying' for the abolition of slavery. They
were received without seiions opposition, re-

ferred, and reported cpon by a committee.
The report utated that the General Government

cerned in the Government of the United States
have no more to do with the inhabitants of the
District than they have with the inhabitants of
the adjacent counties of Maryland and Virgin
ia which lie bevond the District,

out anv hindrance whatever from Congress.To abolish slavery v. ithin the district of Co
But, Mr. President, I will not dt tain trie

tween these opposite opinions, sinco both look
to an absolute rejection of the praver of the
petitioners. 15ut there is a great difference in
the form of proceeding; and, Mr. President,
some erperience in the conduct of human
affairs has taught me to believe that a neglect
to observe established forms is often attended
with more mischievous consequences than the
infliction ot a positive injury. We all know
tbaf, even in private life, a violation of the ex-
isting usages and ceremonies of society cannot
take place without serious prejudice. I fear,
sir, that the abolitionists have acquired a con

lumbia while it remains in Virginia and Mary-
land, situated as that District is, within the
very heart of those States, would expose them

form of human It ai j: : 'r. ir.I 5. a. t . . i -

pa'ticcts of t i'i'ta j;.e;;.-- ! n .t-ic- r

Cro flan s ii iv t. a till; i j : n-- , . .

mtfui.'i'! lita fi; -- ti ir.k', ij .. s.
inttisput i"ie ;r. .!. !. -- v s, j j
property t:i the vtrt t tsr - i w:.. t i i
so tritimphasttiv appeale-- i t a v . t r
imitatt jii. Aluuiis'i the V. t Is... . r i J

Siad no o in T'- - ttiiJi : ..- . n t i .

Urit.sH Iit s. an irr- - "i' e
tolled from tsat Lfg'sin: i'r t.i z'- - ' t - - 1

tv n..t.ioii ct . h : fc . . .j i .. c . . -- . .
tLe r:!oa t t j( th.ir tv?s t i r-

1 i

... :'-- 'lv... - -
riousty detera::ed to r ! - :.. r . ' '
it!:iti. fr ii S.;. t.-- . ..e v i at r "

about raisin a t i n.i ct t'i ns.'vi

Senate longer on the subjects of slave rv w ith-
in the District and in Florida, red of the right
of Congress to prohibit the removal cf slaveshad no power to abolish slavery as it existed in

the several States, and that these States them from one State to another. These, os I have
to great practical inconvenience and annoy-
ance. The District would become a place of
refutre and escape for fugitive slaves from the alrccdy intimated, with ultra-abolitio- ns srcselves had exclusive jurisdiction over the sub-

ject. The report was generally acquiesced in,! two States, and a place lrout which a """' "f ! .it so iiiattv' M'i.iru u.itferit-F- . eonce-jite- tbe I

discontent,
: . c .a.uiuanuj, nuu .113Urrccnon real and ultimate point of attack. That pointand satisfaction and trauaunitv ensued ; tnc

abolition societies tTiercfvre limited ""-- .... iwicrcd acu encouraged in the two
j tions, in 7,,rct to flic black population, to States. Suppose, as was at one time under
omccs of humanity v. ithia the onc ot exist-
ing laws.

The next period when the subject of slavery,

consideration, Pennsylvania had granted ten
miles square within its limits for the , purpose
of a seat of the General Government; could
Congrcs?, without a violation of good faith,
have introduced and established slavery within

siderable apparcn farce by bletiums; with the
object which they have in view a collateral and
totally different question arising out of an ed

violation of the li'ht of petition.
know full well, and take rcat "L.-.u-- in test-
ifying-, that nothing - remoter from the in-
tention of che hiajority of the Senate-- , from
which I differed, than to violate the right of pe-
tition in any case iu which, according to its
judgment, that right could be constitutionally
exercised, or where the object of the petition
could be safely or properly granted. Still, it
tiiust be owned that the abolitionists have seiz

and abolition incidently, was brought into no-
tice and discussion, was that of the memorable

ot J .. r. t i.:t. ; t t . ,.?: kt
pr;eiti. A;.d the t-

-t ! r. : t t r
lilacs sutii cm orlr " '' ' a
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tor it wui.id Le a i.i vim el a. . !'.-- ' .
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tion e'f tae tax i;:oa ti;,; n,ii .i v . '. :

the bosom of that Commonwealth, in the cedoccasion of the admission of tne State of "us
souri into toe Union. It is too tecnt to make
it necessary to do more than merely advert to
it, and to say, that it was finally composed by
one of those compromises characteristic of our

for their own a.;-I- f

t'.e corsi it :ed hold of the fact ol the tieatment whic institutions, and of which the Constitution it uv luitrrc are n.t

of attaek is tne institution ol uumcstic silve-
ry as it exis's in these States. It i to liber-
ate three iuiilier:s of staves held in bondage
within them. Aud r.ow alio'.v me, si', to
glance at the insurmountable tbtaclis which
lies in the way cf the accomplishment cf this
end, and at some cf the consequences which
would ensue if it were posfibte to iiiaiu it.

The first impediment is the utter and abso-
lute want of atl power on the part of the Gen-
eral Government to t fleet the purpose. The
Constitution of the United States creates a li-

mited Government, comprising comparatively
few powers, and leaving the residuary miu ol
political power in the posses.-io- a of the several
States. It is well known that the subject of
slavery interposed one of the greatest d. facult-

ies: in the- - formation of the Constitution. It
was happily compromised and adjusted in a
spirit ot harmony and patriotisai. Accord. ng
to that compromise, no power whatever wo
granted to the General Government in respect
to domestic slavery, but that which relates to
taxation and representation, and the power to
restore fugitive slaves to their lawful owners.

All other power in regard to the institution

their petitions have received in Congress, and
. .1

self is the most signal instance.
The third is that in which we now find ourmade injurious impressions upon the minds of 'jcI;:.ul:..!j tr. ii ! a:t

desi-rs- . the itiffst ct
thev frtiiss u r

a large portion ot the community. 1 his. t .IT V "T: (J .

- I I 'think, might have been avoided by the course
which I should hare been glad to have seen

selves. Various causes, Mr. President, have
contributed to produce the existing excitement
on the subject of abolition. The principal
one, perhaps, is the example of British emanputfuea.

And I desire now, Mr. President, t advert cipation of the slaves in the islands adjacent to
to some of those topics which I think mi?!

carrr. I..s:-a- J vt a: vii- - : ;. ' ' .j '
tiiat tsi j', ti.ey have t' j - . '-

- '
century tlirr ir. ; x.: ...-c- i-
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have been usefully embodied in a report bv
our country. ruc:i is the similarity in laws,
in language, in institutions, and in common
origin, between Great Britain and the Unitedcommittee of the Senate, and which I am pur

i 3 .i ?
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ed territory, after she had abolished it so long
as the year 178'J! Yet the inconvenience to
Pennsylvania in the case supposed would have
been much less than that to Virginia and Man-l-

and in the case we are arguing.
It was upon this view of the subject that the

Senate, at its last session, solemnly declared
that it would be a violation of implied faith, re-

sulting Irom the trai section of the cession, to
abolish slavery within the District of Colum-
bia. And would it not be? By implied faith
is meant that when a grant is made for one
avowed and declared purpose, known to the
parties, the grant should not bo perverted to
another purpose, uuavowed and undeclared,
and injurious to the grantcr. The grant, in
the case we ore considering, of the territory of
Columbia, was for a seat of Government.
Whatever power is necessary to accomplish
that object is carried along by the grant. But
the abolition of slavery is not necessary to the
enjoyment of this site as a seat of the General
Government. The grant in the-- Constitution,
of exclusive power of legislation over the
District, was made to ensure the exercise of an
exclusive authority cf the General Govern-
ment to render this place a safe and secure
scat of Government, and to promote the well-bei- ng

of the inhabitants of the District. The
power granted ought to be interpreted and ex- -

uaded, would havt checked the progress, it States, that no great measure of national poli
bad sot altogether arrested the effort?, of aholi
tion. I am sensible, sir, that this work w ould

cy can be adopted in the one country without
producing a considerable degree of influence
in the other. Confounding the totally differenthave been accomplished with much greater

ability and with much happier effect, under the
j gradual ernjr.ei at-oa wt f-..- ? 'j.c '

i ii.m's. 5J g.iii t! t :or( . i" a. I i... v
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cases together, ot the powers ot the British
auspices ot a committee, tuan it can be bv me
ltut, anxious as 1 always am to contribute

Parliament and those of the Congress of the
United States, and the totally different situa-
tions cf the British Wtst India Islands, andwhatever is in my power to the uarmonv. con

cord, and happiness of this great people, 1 feel the slaves in the sovcteign and independent
in y sen irresisiioiv impeueu to uo whatever

ot slavery was retained exclus.vcly by tae
States, to be exercised by them severally, ac-
cording to their respective views of their own
peculiar interest. The Constitution cf thf
United States never could have been formed
upon the principle of investing the General
Government w ith authority to abolish the insti-
tution with pleasure. It never can be continu-
ed for a single day if the exercise of st:ca a
power be assumed cr usurped.

But it may be contended by these t'tra-nbo-litioni-

that their object is'not to stimulate
the action cf the General Government, bu: to

states oi ints L onleUeracy, superficial men
nave interred irom the undecided British cxpein my power, incompetent as I feel mvself to

be, to dissuade the public from continuing to
agitate a subject fraught with the most direlul

ninent, the practicability of the abolition of
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slavery of these States. The powers of the
British Parliament are unlimited, and are oftenconsequences.

There are three clashes of persons opposed described to be omnipotent. The powers of
the American Congress, n the contrary, are
few, cauriously limited, scrupulously exclud

or apparently opposed, to the constituted ex erciseti soieiy to the end tor w hich it was gran-
ted. The language cf the great was neces-
sarily broad, comprehensive, and exclusive,

intence of slavery in the United States. The
first are those who. from sentiments of ohilan ing an that are not granted, anil, above a. I,

carefully and absolutely excluding all power
t !

ioecause an tne exigencies which might arisetbropy and humanity, are conscientiously op-
posed to the existence of slavery, but who are i rentier mis a secure seat ot the General

... : --
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over the existence or continuance ot slavery

one raj-;- i - - t-- o r. . i. .
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tnoa-h- t, and I atn.ia.--- t t .

operate upon the States themselves i; which
the institution of domestic slavery exit's. It
that be their object, why are these abolition so-

cieties and movements all confined to the free
Slates! Why are the slave States wanton!
and cruelly Why dj the abolition
presses teem with publications tending tori-cit- e

hatred ond animosity cn the part of the
inhabitants of the free States asairst those of

no less opposed, at the simo time, to any dis n iue several - tne slaves, too, upon
which British legislation operated, were not in

Government cot!d not have been foreseen and
provided for. The language may possibly be
sufficiently comprehensive to include a powerturbance ot the peace and tranquility ol the

Union, or the infringement of the powtrjof the bosom of the kingdom, but in remote and
feeble colonies having no voice in Parliament.
Tho West India slave-hold- er was neither rep--

t:.e s.ave S: I. i . : .-. j
j liaise far is. If t;s :vj tc; t : r ...-.- ;
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the state composing the Confederacy, in this of abolition, but it would not ail thence follow

that the power could be rightfully exercised.
The case may be resembled to that of a pleniclass miv be comprehended that peaceful and

3 - a aexemplary society of "Friends, one of whose
established maxims is, an abhorrence of war

rrnniru nor represeniauve in mat I aniament.
And whilst I most fervently wish complete
success to the British experiment of West

potentiary invested with a plenary power, but
who, at the same time, has positive instructions

lucswicoiii.i s: ny is ongress petitiontu i j at taat tiThe free States have no more power or right to t te;n of
interfere w ith the institutions of the Iave I saftir a

4 at. u la r.mcf pa
in alt its form, and the cultivation ef peace InuTa emancipation, I confess that I have fear A -
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ful forebodings of a disastrous termination of r.ty and ir.- - Tt. .r-- . .( t i .

I s'til thini t'.it ta ; . t
ana goo ill amongst mankind. J he next
class consists of apparent abolitionists that is,
those who, bavin; been persuaded that the it. Whatever it may be, I think it must be

confided to the exclusive jurisdiction of
those States, than they would have to interfere
with the institutions existing in any foreign
country. What would be thought of the for-
mation of societies in Great Britain, the issue

admitted that, if the British Parliament treatedright of petition has been violated bv Congress,

v.. uTcniiuwiii as to me Kinu 01 treaty
w hich he is to negotiate and conclude. If he
violates those instructions, and concludes a
different treaty, his Government is not bound
by it. And if the foreign Government is
aware of the violation, it acts in bad faith. Or
it may be illustrated by an example drawn
from jirivate life. I am' an indorser for my
friend on a note discounted in bank. He acv- -

with the abol tumsts lor the sole the West India slaves as freemen, it also treat-
ed the West India freemen as slaves. If. in 1:

purpose of asserting and vindicating that ri'it i
- i
1 -
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And the third class are the real ultra-aboi.ti- on

ints, who are resolved to persevere in the pur
stead of these slaves being separated by a wide
ocean from the parent country, three" or four
millions of African negro slaves had been dis- -
rersed over Eng and, Scotland, Wales, and

and their owners had been members of
suit ot their object at all bazirds, and without ' a r tplies to me to endorse another to renew it,regard to anv consequences, however calam:

of numerous inflamatory publicatiajn?, mid the
sending out of lecturers throughout the kin
d m, denouncing and aiming at the destruction
of any of the institutions cf France I Vo-j!- d

they be regarded as proceedings warranted by
trood neighborhood? Or what would be t;.ou"-h-
ot the formation of societies in the slave
States, the issue of violent and inflamatorv
tracts, and the deputation cf niii.ar.ane?.
pourins out impassioned denunciations aiinst

h;co I do in blank. Now, this rives himtous thev may be. With them the rights of
property are nothing: fie deficiency of the the British Parliament a case which would

have presented some analogy to that of our
power to make anv other use of my note which
he pleases. But if, instead of applying it to
the intended purnow. be roes to a broker and

powers of the (Seneral Government is nothinz own country does any one believe that it

nw. a c.i.x-- n ot sat i t t j - .
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the acknowledged aud incontestable powers of would have been expedient or practicable to sells it, thereby doubling rny responsibility to
him, he commits a breach of trust, and viot states are nothing; civil war, a on

of the Union, and the overthrow of a govern institutions under the exclusive control of islation of the good faith implied ill the w hole
transaction.ment in whica are concentrated the' fondest

have emancipated them, leaving them to re-
main, with all their embittered feelings, iu the
United Kingdom, boundless as the powers of
the British Parliament are?

free States ? Is their purpose to appeal t ourunderstandin"?, and to actuate our Immj-.ln-- 1hopes of the civilized world, are nothing., A
a. i it arJi:' St aaa : ita nil X- - It. "... ae.i . !T

tinct.on of cee rac r the nut.But, Mr. President, if this reasoning wereingle idea has taken possession of their minds,
The proptMfitirtH It KfU'lfiai a .Oilier causes have- - consumed with the Brit

And do they expect to accomplii-- that pur-
pose by holding us up to the scorn, ana con-
tempt, and detestation of the pecrle of rh.

and onward they pursue if, overl-wkin- all
emasci3.it.on i.d notrrtiii. i -

.- -
as erroneous as I believe it to be correct and
conclusive, is the affair of the liberation ofsix thcu.-ran- negro slaves in this District, dis-
connected with the three millions of si avea i n

ish example to produce the existing excite-
ment from abolition. I say it w ith profound

barriers, reeklcus and rcgnrdleas of all conse-
quences. With thiscla", the immeJtnte aboli twined bv a la-;- - an i raa"fc-t;- L a - -free States and the whole civiliied world!

The slavery which exists amongst us is our af-
fair, nottheiis; and they have no more iut

tion of slavery in the District of Columbia,
' and in the Territorr of Florida, the prohibi

regret, but with no intention to occasion irre-tati- on

here or elsewhere, that there are persons the United States, of sufficient magnitude to
in ojinpirtsoi liic imoo who have sought to s1"" nu cmouicr tins great Con- -tion of the removal of slaves irom Stata to

State, and the refusal to admit anv new State, irucracvmiotic aooiiiiun wim pontics, and to array one
portion of the Union against the other. " It iscomprising within its limits the institution ol

concern with it than they have with siavrrr as
it exists throughout the world. Why not leave
it to us, as the common Constitution of our
country has left it, to be dealt with, und.r the
ftiidat.ee of Providence, as best we may orcan J

the misfortune in free countries that, in high
The next case in which the pttitioncis ask

the exercise of the power of Congress relates
to slavery in the territory of Florida.

domestic slavery, are but so many mean con-dnci- ng

to the accomplishment of the ultimate

I hat cniiittnty La-- j. aa-- i Hi;rfv
iBZt cn:.! the abajtttbe.sts xiate-.- i.:er3ticas. Tl. eVct b- - h t , w .. ,
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party times, disposition too often prevails to
st me no:u ot every thins which can strength Florida is the extreme southern portion ofbat perilous end at which they avowedly and

boldly aim: are but so manv short stages in co one side or weaken the other. Prior to the
the lone and bloody road to the distant goal at late election of the present President of the
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Lotted States, he was chartred with bcincr .nwhich they would finally arrive. Tbf tr pur
abolitionist, anil abolition desmans were impupose ts abolition, universal abolition, pesceably
ted to manv of his suDOortera. "iloch a I wax

- fmra. ii is Douiraed on all its landsides by slave States, and is several hundred
miles from the nearest free State. It almost
extends within the tropics, and the nearest im-
portant island to it on the water side is Cuba,
a slave island. This simple statement of iugeographic il position should of itself decide
the question. When, br the trt f iftto

The next cbstacle in the war tf abolition
arises out of the fact of the ptvsenee irr teslave S'atcs of three millions of slavts. Thev
are there, dispersed throouhout the land, pan
and parcel of our population. They were
brought into the country originally under theauthority cf the parent Government whilst wewere colonies, and their importation vu con

. a -if it can, forcibly tl tt must. Ibeir object i

no longer concealed by Cie thinnest veil; it is opooscd to bis election, and am to his Admin- - ia con tor jt ty
the Stvie. !i t:,

Wlt.l t ,e K T, .

ft akl.t ft. w 9vowed and proclaimed. Utterly destitute ot siraiion, I neither s.iared in making nor believ-
ing the truth of the charge. He was scarcely

.6 i
' - y a-- t i
e.pjuj-- had ... ia ut;-.- , v.

vt
Jinstalled in office before the a.tme clurr wa-f..:.i- . pain, u wasceced to the United States.uireciea agnisst laose wiio oppjsd bis elec

tion. - . .

a 3et sp.a b-- tiB, eleetioav, y etityitt c t . ,

who.e v.jtvrs ef t.s S;t a , - ; e .
'""J riisieu wunin it. By the terms of
thaytrcaty, the effects and property of the iu--Mr. President, it is not true, and I reioiee uautiauta ari secureu u laem, and they ere

tinued in spite ot a.l tne remonstrance of nr
ancestors. If the nuestion was an original
question, whether, there being no slaves in tieconntry, we should introduce tiiem, anj ineor-pora- te

th-- into our societv, that would ba atotally ciriereut question. Few, if Bv f the
citizens of the United States would be f..n-- l

aiioaea io remove and fake them away ifthat it is not true, that cither ot the two great
parties in this country has any designs or aim
at abolition. I should deeply lament if it were

ot abJ it.a- - i, J..-- , r --.- .,,

rnor7t tr. feoie tW ,. j, r .

frtv,,vtar fr t.W jiy,:, .,, ,true. . I should consider, if it were true, that

constitutional or other rightful power, living in
totally distinct communities, as alien to t?r
communities in which the subject on which
they woulj operate resides so far as concerns
political power over that subject, as if they
iTe4 t Africa or Asia, they necertheless pro-sjanlg-

to the world their purpoae to be. to
tnaoarrut forthwith, and without compensation,
ad wifWiK aworal preparation, three millions
f ngro slave, under jurisdictions altogether
earaxvd from those under which they. live.

1 'Met said (bat the ,in mediate abolition of
slavery in the District of Columbia and in the
Territory of Florida, and the exclusion of new
States, were only means-toward- s the attain-
ment of rnneii more important end. ' Unfo-
rtunately, they are not the only means. A. tooth-

er, and much more latoeatable oik is that

o asoi-tj-s- in Mitt wfa,.. wa m 4 -the danger to the stability of our system would
fce infinite! greater taaa nT whioh. does, I ricrh'. 13 t!a ei CI fff I lay laav .i k...t. .

mey Thin, proper to do so, without limitationas to time. If it were expedient, therefor, t
abohsh slavery in it, it could not be done con-
sistently with the treaty, without granting to
the ancient inhabitants a reasonable time' to
remove their slaves. , But further. Bv the com-promi- se

which took place on the passage of
the act for the admission f Missouri into the
Union, in the year .120. it was sirreed anrf

hope, actually exist. Whilst neither party can
be, I think, 'justly accused of 'any abolition
tendency or purpose, both have profited, and

to favor their introduction. .N'o man in itwould oppose,- cpon that supposition theiradmisfiou with more determined resolution andconscientious repugnance than I should. Emthat is not the question. The slaves are here-n- o

practical scheme for their removal or sepal
ration us has been yet devied or propos-ed; and tue true inquiry U, wR,t ia ljt tdone with them. In human affairi . . . r..

...... a.a-1,.1- -. ,a Ma.j. iiW m:t nr,s-.o- a v,J fce U--- r ft!had not be timri I t.;t r ; ; fed ta t tke Mi ocdLatt, b.; xsl i e - tTl . - 4both have been injured, in particular localities,
by the ateesaioa or abstraction of abolition avftsi it.understood tba't the line of 33 der. 10

Pr.or t- - the a; aavwt 1 1 f I : t . .. asupport. If the account were fairly stated, I
believe the party to which I am opposed has'

of north latitude should mark the boundary
bet ween the free States and the slave State's constrained, by the force cf cireun-s-a'ief- ? and tiie ns,vs f V-.- r i.


